
Public Services Level 3 – The Role of Government Committees in Creating Policy
1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on the role of government committees in creating policy.

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· Identify the different committees that exist within the House of Commons and the House of Lords
· Outline their importance in the development of government policies
2 of 16 – Introduction
A lot of the work done by the House of Commons and the House of Lords takes place in committees. These committees examine issues in detail, and many are involved in discussing government policy and new laws.

As you examine the work that is completed by each different committee you will see how they are able to influence government policy.
3 of 16 – Select Committees
Select committees work in both the House of Lords, and the House of Commons. They check and report on areas ranging from the work of government departments to economic affairs.

The results of these enquiries are public, and many require a response from the government. The reports and the recommendations made often influence policy decisions.
4 of 16 – Select Committees
The House of Commons and select committees are largely concerned with examining the work of government departments.

Committees in the House of Lords concentrate on six main areas: Europe, science, economics, communications, the UK constitution, and international relations.
5 of 16 – What do Select Committees do?
We are going to concentrate on the select committees in the House of Commons. The best way to understand how the select committees work is to gain an understanding of some of the subjects that have been discussed.

Watch the short videos below to learn more about select committees. You may wish to make notes as you will be asked questions afterwards:
Introduction to select committees and their work
How do select committees work?
Why are select committees important?
Select committees in action
What happens following a select committee?
6 of 16 – Question 1
In the House of Commons, a select committee is made up of members from all parties, but who selects them?
A. Prime Minister
B. Cabinet
C. Members of their own party

The correct answer is C, members of their own party.
7 of 16 – Question 2
How many members are there in a select committee?
A. 10
B. 11
C. 12

The correct answer is B, 11.
8 of 16 – Question 3
Read the following statement and decide whether it is true or false.

Members of a select committee can invite and question: public officials, members of the public, people that are affected by the subject area, and civil servants to obtain evidence of the issue being discussed.
True
False

The correct answer is: True
9 of 16 – What were the issues being discussed?
What were the issues being discussed when the Select Committee investigated how governments respond to emergency situations? 

Use the list below to give you some prompts for your four answers:
· Pigs
· Stone and ash
· A gloved hand operating a computer keyboard
· The sun rising over a hill

Write down your answers to check in the next section.
10 of 16 – What were the issues being discussed?
How did you do?

The following list shows the items that were being discussed:
· Swine Flu
· Volcanic ash
· Cyber security attack
· The impact of solar flares

Did you remember all the issues being discussed?
11 of 16 – Question 4
How many weeks are the government given to respond to the report published by the Select Committee?
A. 4
B. 6
C. 8
D. 10

The correct answer is C, 8 weeks.
12 of 16 – Joint Committees
Joint committees are committees consisting of MPs and Members of the Lords. They have similar powers to other select committees.

Some joint committees are set up on a permanent basis, like the Joint Committee on Human Rights. Other joint committees are set up for specific purposes, such as examining draft proposals for Bills on subjects ranging from modern slavery to stem cell research.
13 of 16 – Public Bill Committee
These committees are unique to the Commons and mainly look at proposed legislation in detail. Therefore, they have an influence on Government policy in the pre-legislative process.

Watch the video below to see how the Public Bill Committee works with an example from the Public Energy Bill Committee:
Dr Phillip Lee MP on the Public Bill Committee
14 of 16 – Grand committees
The House of Commons has three grand committees that look at questions on Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The Welsh Grand Committee consists of the 40 Welsh MPs, and currently up to 5 others. It debates issues relevant to Wales, such as the effects on Wales of the government's programme announced in the Queen's Speech.

The Scottish Grand Committee includes all 59 Scottish MPs. It may meet anywhere in Scotland as well as Westminster. Traditionally it considered the principles of Scottish Bills which were referred to it at second reading. However, UK Parliament Bills relating only to Scotland are rare since the establishment of the Scottish Parliament. It also takes questions and statements, and debates other matters concerning Scotland. 

The Northern Ireland Grand Committee includes each of the 18 MPs in Northern Ireland, together with up to 25 other MPs. It debates matters relating specifically to Northern Ireland.
15 of 16 – Question 5
Test your knowledge by matching the following committees, Joint committees, Public bill committees, Grand committees and Select committees, with their matching descriptions below:
1. Check and report on areas from the work of government departments
2. Consist of MPs and Members of the Lords
3. Look at questions on Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
4. Look at proposed legislation in detail

The correct answers are shown below:
Joint committees consist of MPs and Members of the Lords
Public bill committees look at proposed legislation in detail
Grand committees look at questions on Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
Select committees check and report on areas from the work of government departments
16 of 16 – End
[bookmark: _GoBack]Well done! You have completed this session on the role of government committees in creating policy.

You should now be able to:
· Identify the different committees that exist within the House of Commons and the House of Lords
· Outline their importance in the development of government policies

If you have any questions about any of the topics in this session, speak to your tutor.
