
Public Services Level 3 – Introduction to Levels of Government
1 of 14 – Introduction
There are many different levels of government in the UK that affect our everyday lives. In this session you will learn about the UK political structure, including the levels of government and the roles and responsibilities of each level, paying particular attention to the departments that have a direct impact on Public Services. 

By the end of the session you will be able to:
· Outline the responsibilities of the different levels of government in the UK
2 of 14 – Levels of Government in the UK
There are different levels of government in the UK, which are shown below:
· Central Government UK
· Devolved Parliaments
· Local Authorities

In the following sections, we will look at each of these levels in more detail. We will also consider the European Parliament as this once had an influence over political dealings within the UK. 
3 of 14 – European Parliament
The European Parliament has 705 members representing all the member states of the EU, and is directly elected by EU voters every 5 years. 

The role of the European Parliament is to prepare and pass legislation that has an impact across all EU states. The UK is no longer a part of the EU state listings. The EU legislation can cover a range of issues, including:
· The environment
· Transport
· Equal opportunities
· Movement of workers and goods
· Consumer rights

Visit the European Parliament’s website below to learn more:
European Parliament Overview
4 of 14 – European Parliament and Brexit
On 23 June 2015 citizens of the UK voted to leave the European Union. The national vote was divided into 52% of voters in favour of leaving the EU, while 42% of voters requested to remain a part of it. This vote has contended several times. However, the final decision was that the UK would indeed leave, therefore removing itself from part of the EU Parliament structure. 
 
On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European Council of its intention to leave the EU by triggering Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty. In 2020, the UK left the EU and entered a transition period that would dictate new rules and impacts to public services within the UK. 
5 of 14 – Central Government
Central government is the level of government that operates across the whole country. Central government has specific powers that no other level of government has, including:
· Making laws
· Signing treaties or agreements with other nations
· Defending the nation
6 of 14 – Parliament
Central government is made up of the two major political institutions in the UK: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Together with the ruling monarch, these three institutions are known as Parliament. You can read more about each area of parliament below:

Monarch
The UK has a constitutional monarchy, which means that our reigning monarch is the head of state. The monarch has formal and ceremonial roles, including:
· Opening each new session of Parliament
· Dissolving Parliament before a General Election
· Appointing the Prime Minister
· Final approval of laws via ‘Royal Assent’
· Appointment of peers

However, although the monarch has ceremonial duties, laws are generated and approved by the Houses of Parliament, the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

House of Commons
The House of Commons consists of 650 elected Members of Parliament (MPs). Each MP represents a geographical area, called a constituency. The House of Commons can also be considered as a publicly elected body of parliament, given the presence of MPs. 

The majority of the work done here is done through committee. This means that as few as 10 and as many as 50 MPs will form a committee to discuss certain issues in detail.

MPs consider and propose new laws, and can scrutinise government policies by asking ministers questions about current issues either in the Commons Chamber or in Committees.

House of Lords
The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Parliament. Its work is independent from the House of Commons, although the work undertaken by the two typically work in a complementary way. 

There are around 800 members of the House of Lords. The majority of Lords are Life Peers; Life Peers are appointed by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. There are also 26 Church of England archbishops and bishops that sit in the House. When they retire as bishops, their membership of the House ceases and is passed on to the next most senior bishop. 

The Lords has three main roles:
· Making laws
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In-depth consideration of public policies
· Holding the government to account

The House of Lords has been instrumental in encouraging the government to address a number of issues, including: banning smoking in a car where there is a child present and introducing electronic voting systems for industrial action ballots. 
7 of 14 – Devolution
Devolution is where central government passes governmental powers to a regional, lower-level elected body.

There are three important elements of devolution:
· Transfer of power to a body that is lower down the chain of authority
· Geographical move of power away from the capital city 
· Transfer of roles and responsibilities from central to regional assemblies
8 of 14 – Devolved Parliaments
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland all held successful referendums on devolution in the late 1990s. This led to the establishment of separate Parliaments or Assemblies and the democratic election of officials.

The Scottish Parliament
The Scottish Parliament, established by the Scotland Act 1998, is self-contained and can pass laws without having to go through the UK Parliament in Westminster.

The Scottish Parliament has reserved powers, meaning it does not have jurisdiction on matters that affect the UK as a whole, or international matters. However, the Scottish Parliament can deal with all devolved matters including: education, health, civil and criminal law, environment, housing and local government.

To learn more about the Scottish Parliament, visit the website below:
How the Scottish Parliament works

The Welsh Assembly
The Welsh Assembly, established by the Government of Wales Act 1998, can deal with regional issues including: transport, health, education and the environment.

However, it does not have jurisdiction over its own civil and criminal law; it is subject to English law.

To learn more, visit the website below:
Welsh Government – About Us

The Northern Ireland Assembly
The Northern Ireland Assembly, created by the Northern Ireland Act 1998, can deal with regional issues including: education, health, agriculture and housing.

In the past, conflict between different parties in Northern Ireland has led to an unstable assembly.

To learn more, visit the website below:
Northern Ireland Assembly
9 of 14 – Local Authorities
Councils make and carry out decisions on local services. Many parts of England have 2 tiers of local government: county councils, and district, borough or city councils.

In some parts of the country, there is just one tier of local government providing all the functions, known as a “unitary authority”. This can be a city, borough or county council – or it may just be called a council. As well as these, many areas also have parish or town councils.

Visit the website below to find a more detailed breakdown of how different councils operate:
Understand how your council works
10 of 14 – Question 1
The list below shows the different levels of government, but in the wrong order. What should the correct order be when ordered with the highest level at the top?
1. Devolved Parliaments
2. Local Authorities
3. Central Government UK

The correct order should be 3, 1 and 2, as shown below:
1. Central Government UK
2. Devolved Parliaments
3. Local Authorities
11 of 14 – Question 2
What is the role of the European Parliament?
A. To pass legislation for individual EU member states
B. To prepare and pass legislation that has an impact across all EU states
C. To liaise with the UK government before new laws can be passed 

The correct answer is B, to prepare and pass legislation that has an impact across all EU states.
12 of 14 – Question 3
Which three institutions make up the UK Parliament?
A. EU Parliament, House of Lords, House of Commons
B. Monarch, House of Commons, House of Lords
C. The Scottish Parliament, The Welsh Assembly, Monarch

The correct answer is B, Monarch, House of Commons, House of Lords.
13 of 14 – Question 4
Which of the following can Devolved Parliaments do?
A. Sign treaties with other nations
B. Make laws that affect the whole of the UK
C. Make decisions about regional issues that they have devolved powers over

The correct answer is C, make decisions about regional issues that they have devolved powers over.
14 of 14 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on the levels of government in the UK.

You should now be able to:
· Outline the responsibilities of the different types of government in the UK

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for more help.
