English Level 2 – Spelling
1 of 15 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on spelling.

In this session we will be covering:
· Why is spelling important?
· Commonly misspelled words
· Spelling strategy (look, cover, say, write and check)
· Homophones
· Silent letters
2 of 15 – Spelling
Why is spelling important?
· You are marked on your spelling
· It aids communication
· It avoids confusion
· It helps you understand the patterns of language
· It helps you understand the connection between letter combinations and sounds which will help your reading

Can’t I just use a spell checker?

A spell checker is only useful if you start the word correctly, getting most of the letters right.

It will not correct another legitimate word, for example, if you mis-type ‘does’ as ‘dose’ the spell checker will not pick this up.

A spell checker will not help if you are writing by hand.
3 of 15 – Commonly misspelled words
The list below shows the 100 most commonly misspelled words:
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ache
again
aisle
alright
always
among
answer
anything
assignment
been
beginning
believe
break
business
busy
calendar
children
colour
coming
committee
cough
could
country
different
doctor
done
early
easy
especially
every
exaggerate
experience
February
foreign
forty
friend
governor
grammar
guess
handkerchief
hear
heard
height
here
imagine
interested
it’s
knew
know
knowledge
laid
library
loose
lose
many
meant
minute
much
necessary
neighbour
often
once
opposite
piece
pretty
raise
receive
said
separate
shoes
since
some
sometime
stationary
sugar
sure
surprise
their
there
therefore
they
though
threw
through
tired
together
too
truly
Tuesday
Two
unusual
very
Wednesday
where
whether
woman
women
would
writing
you’re


There is also an accompanying PDF version The 100 words often misspelled.

There will now be a task to complete.
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You are going to hear a series of words both on their own and in a sentence write or type up the correct spelling of the words.
1. Cough. I have taken some medicine for this cough but it won’t go away.
2. Necessary. Homework is necessary for your learning.
3. Tuesday. I am looking forward to the party on Tuesday.
4. Especially. I love cake, especially chocolate cake.
5. Though. Even though it is early, I am going to go for a walk.

The correct answers are: 
1. Cough. C-o-u-g-h. 
2. Necessary. N-e-c-e-s-s-a-r-y. 
3. Tuesday. T-u-e-s-d-a-y. 
4. Especially. E-s-p-e-c-i-a-l-l-y. 
5. Though. T-h-o-u-g-h. 
5 of 15 – Spelling strategy – look, cover, say, write and check
One of the most widely used spelling strategies is: Look, cover, say, write and check.

Watch the following video to see this strategy in use: 
Look Cover Say Write Check
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A homophone is a word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs in meaning.

Most of the words in this sentence are homophones. Can you think of words that sound the same?

I would like to show you my new horse.

The table below show the words that are a homophone.

	Original
	Homophone

	I
	No homophone

	Would
	Wood – the wood for this table is oak

	Like
	No homophone

	To
	Two – there are two people

	Show
	No homophone

	You
	Ewe – a ewe is a female sheep

	My
	No homophone

	New
	Knew – I knew the answers

	Horse
	Hoarse – I struggled to speak as my throat was hoarse


7 of 15 – Task
Follow the link below to a website containing a quiz on homophones:
Homophones quiz
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Complete each sentence below by choosing the correct homophone that should go in the gap. The homophones are to (t-o), too, (t-o-o) and two (t-w-o).

A. I like blank dance
B. He was blank scared to jump
C. I want blank bake a cake

The correct answers are:
A. I like to dance (t-o)
B. He was too scared to jump (t-o-o)
C. I want to bake a cake (t-o)
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Complete each sentence below by choosing the correct homophone that should go in the gap. The homophones are to (t-o), too, (t-o-o) and two (t-w-o).

A. Do you want to play blank? (This ends in a question mark)
B. I have blank brothers.
C. She cycles blank work.

The correct answers are:
A. Do you want to play too? (T-o-o)
B. I have two brothers (t-w-o)
C. She cycles to work (t-o)
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Complete each sentence below by choosing the correct homophone that should go in the gap. The homophones are there (t-h-e-r-e), their (t-h-e-i-r) and they’re (t-h-e-y, apostrophe, r-e).

A. The ball is over blank
B. Blank going to the cinema to watch a film
C. Blank birthday is next Tuesday.

The correct answers are:
A. The ball is over there (t-h-e-r-e)
B. They’re going to the cinema to watch a film (t-h-e-y, apostrophe, r-e)
C. Their birthday is next Tuesday (t-h-e-i-r)
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Complete each sentence below by choosing the correct homophone that should go in the gap. The homophones are there (t-h-e-r-e), their (t-h-e-i-r) and they’re (t-h-e-y, apostrophe, r-e).

A. Blank is no smoke without a fire
B. John and Martha have a computer in blank lounge
C. Blank going camping next week.

The correct answers are:
A. There is no smoke without a fire (t-h-e-r-e)
B. John and Martha have a computer in their lounge (t-h-e-i-r)
C. They’re going camping next week (t-h-e-y, apostrophe, r-e)
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Below is a list of sentences and a choice of two homophones. Decide which homophone fits the sentence. 

I blank the ball in the air
Threw (t-h-r-e-w)
Through (t-h-r-o-u-g-h)

The correct answer is: Threw (t-h-r-e-w).

I got all the answers blank
Write (w-r-i-t-e)
Right (r-i-g-h-t)

The correct answer is: Write (w-r-i-t-e).

There are seven days a blank
Week (w-e-e-k)
Weak (w-e-a-k)

The correct answer is: Week (w-e-e-k).

There was a lot of traffic on the blank
Road (r-o-a-d)
Rode (r-o-d-e)

The correct answer is: Road (r-o-a-d).

The sky was a blank colour
Blue (b-l-u-e)
Blew (b-l-e-w)

The correct answer is: Blue (b-l-u-e).
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Below is a list of sentences and a choice of two homophones. Decide which homophone fits the sentence. 
We will blank you in the football games
Beat (b-e-a-t)
Beet (b-e-e-t)

The correct answer is: Beat (b-e-a-t).

Did you blank that book?
Buy (b-u-y)
By (b-y)

The correct answer is: Buy (b-u-y).
 
Did you blank a noise?
Hear (h-e-a-r)
Here (h-e-r-e)

The correct answer is: Hear, (h-e-a-r).

It took him a full blank to complete the work
Hour (h-o-u-r)
Our (o-u-r)

The correct answer is Hour (h-o-u-r).

I did not blank the News on television.
See (s-e-e)
Sea (s-e-a)

The correct answer is: See (s-e-e).
14 of 15 – Silent letters
Silent letters are the letters in words that are not pronounced but make a big difference to the meaning and sometimes the pronunciation of the whole word. 

More than 60% of English words have silent letters in them.

There are some rules about what letters are silent before or after certain letters (but like all English spelling rules there are exceptions to the rule). 
Silent 'k' before 'n'
· Knee
· Knife
· Know
Silent ‘w’ before ‘r’.
· Write
· Wrist
· Wreck
Silent ‘g’ before ‘n’
· Gnat
· Gnash
· Sign
Silent ‘p’ before ‘s’
· Psalm
· Psychic
· Pseudo
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Well done. You have completed this session on spelling.
In this session we have covered:
· Why is spelling important?
· Commonly misspelled words
· Spelling strategy (look, cover, say, write and check)
· Homophones
· Silent letters

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
