
Literacy Entry Level 3 – Synonyms and antonyms
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on synonyms and antonyms. In this session we are going to look at what synonyms and antonyms are and think about how we might use them in our daily writing.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what a synonym is
· Understand what an antonym is
· Know what is meant by vocabulary
· Understand how synonyms and antonyms can improve your writing
2 of 19 – What are synonyms?
Synonym is the word used when two words have the same or a similar meaning.

If you ever need to find a synonym but you cannot think of one off the top of your head, this is a time when you might use a thesaurus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A thesaurus is similar to a dictionary because it lists words in alphabetical order but a thesaurus, instead of explaining what a word means, will actually give you a list of different words that mean the same or something similar to the word that you have looked up (meaning, it will give you synonyms for that particular word).
3 of 19 – Example synonym
Let’s take the word happy. There are many, many different words that can be used to replace happy in a sentence but still explain the same feeling of happiness:
· Jolly
· Merry
· Cheerful
· Chipper
· Glad
· Joyful
· Cheery
· Upbeat

There are many more words besides these ones listed, as happy is a word that has many extra synonyms. Can you think of anymore?
4 of 19 – Example synonym continued
If you are the opposite of happy (or cheerful, or joyful and so on) then this means that you are sad. Sad is another word that has a big family of synonyms attached to it, for example:
· Blue
· Cheerless
· Down
· Glum
· Heartbroken
· Troubled
· Out of sorts 
· Low spirited

Again there are more than just these synonyms that can be used in place of the word sad. Can you think of any other words that might replace sad in a sentence?
5 of 19 – Example synonym continued
Happy and sad are fairly easy words to find synonyms for – in fact there are so many synonyms that it can be difficult to choose just one. However, there are some words that make us think a little harder to find their synonyms. Let’s look at angry:
· Enraged
· Irritated
· Fuming
· Mad
· Vexed
· Infuriated

Are all of these words familiar to you, or are some of them new? Finding new words is actually one of the main reasons why we should be on the lookout for synonyms.
6 of 19 – Expanding our vocabulary
Vocabulary is a word that can be used in two different ways. We have the vocabulary of a whole language – which are all the words that belong to that language – but we also have our personal vocabulary, which are the words that we know and use on a daily basis, which is very different from knowing all of the words in one language!

Expanding our vocabulary is an important part of our English studies because it means that we can use a wider range of words in our speech and in our writing.

Looking for synonyms for words that you use often is one way of expanding your vocabulary which allows you to fill out your sentences with different words rather than repeating the same ones, for example:

Henry had always been a happy man, wherever he went he wore a happy expression OR Henry had always been a happy man, wherever he went he wore a cheery expression. 
7 of 19 – Why are synonyms useful?
While synonyms are useful for expanding your vocabulary they do have a number of other uses as well, such as:

Helping you to write better descriptions
Having a bank of synonyms for words that you use often means that you can keep adding detail to your writing without repeating the same words. This will also help to keep your writing varied, meaning it will not become boring or stale.

Keeping your reader interested
Using different words will keep your reader interested in your writing as well, as they do not have to read the same things over and over but instead will read slightly different descriptions and phrases, which is a great way to keep them hooked on your writing.
8 of 19 – Question 1
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

A thesaurus is a book where different words are listed in alphabetical order and their meanings are listed underneath.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

A thesaurus is a book where different words are listed in alphabetical order alongside a list of each word’s synonyms
True
False

The correct answer is: True.
9 of 19 – Question 2
From the list below, which words are synonyms for the word “afraid”?

Choose all that apply:
A. Frightened
B. Fearful
C. Tired
D. Happy
E. Scared

The correct answers are A, B and E, frightened, fearful and scared.
10 of 19 – Question 3
From the list below, which words are synonyms for the word “loud”?

Choose all that apply:
A. Whisper
B. Bold
C. Deafening
D. Ear-splitting
E. Quiet
F. Noisy
G. Uncomfortable

The correct answers are C, D and F, deafening, ear-splitting and noisy.
11 of 19 – Introduction to antonyms
Antonym is the word used when we are talking about words that are opposite to each other.

We use antonyms in our everyday conversations without even realising it. They make up an important part of our vocabulary because they allow us to explain things to people in a clear and obvious way so our meanings are understood.

As opposites, antonyms will usually have an obvious pairing and there are some examples that will be quite familiar, for example:
· Hot and cold
· Loud and quiet
· Small and big

Some antonyms can be a little more complicated though.
12 of 19 – Example antonyms
Although antonyms come in pairs – like hot and cold – antonyms can be expanded by looking for synonyms for the antonyms too!

Let’s look at the word hungry as an example. The antonym for hungry is full – i.e. being full up of food.

However, we could use a number of synonyms in place of “full” and still find antonyms for hungry, for example:

· Full
· Stuffed 
· Well-fed

Here we are using our extra vocabulary from synonyms to find more antonyms for hungry!
13 of 19 – Example antonyms continued
Let’s look at another example of how synonyms can help us to work out our antonyms.

If we take the word expensive the obvious antonym for this word could be cheap, but there are one or two synonyms we can use here to create a different pair of words:

· Cheap
· Inexpensive
· Low-priced

Using synonyms and antonyms together like this is another way of expanding our vocabulary because not only can we look up a number of synonyms for a particular word, but we may also be able to find a number of antonyms for a certain word as well.
14 of 19 – Why are antonyms useful?
Antonyms are particularly useful for giving good and clear instructions for something:

“No, it’s not on top of the coffee table, it’s underneath it!”

Synonyms and antonyms allow us to communicate in a clear way so that other people can understand and, if someone struggles to understand, having synonyms to hand means that we can rephrase our original wording without changing the meaning too – so, even when communication is difficult, synonyms and antonyms can help to make it easier.

Antonyms can also be particularly useful for emphasising your point in an argument or discussion:

“You say that you’re open-minded but your thoughts seem close-minded to me.”
15 of 19 – Antonyms and vocabulary
We have already seen how antonyms and synonyms can work together to expand our vocabularies.

If every word has an antonym, but every word also has a number of synonyms, then the more we swap and change our words – using these two different words types – the bigger our vocabularies will become.

In the long-term this will help us to be better communicators, as we can explain our points clearly, and it will also give our writing a professional quality to it because we can use these synonyms and antonyms to show readers just how many words we know.

To help you with your vocabulary as well as having a dictionary close by it might be worth keeping a thesaurus to hand as well, or even looking for a good thesaurus database online.
16 of 19 – Question 4
Use the following words, ugly, cold, stupid, messy and small, to create antonyms with the words below:
1. Hot
2. Large
3. Beautiful
4. Neat
5. Intelligent

The correct antonyms are as follows:
1. Hot – Cold
2. Large – Small
3. Beautiful – Ugly
4. Neat – Messy
5. Intelligent – Stupid
17 of 19 – Question 5
Take a look at the word pairs below. Can you spot which ones are synonyms and which ones are antonyms?

Expensive – pricey
Synonym
Antonym

The correct answer is: Synonym.

Hot – freezing
Synonym
Antonym

The correct answer is: Antonym.

Loud – booming
Synonym
Antonym

The correct answer is: Synonym.

Cry – weep
Synonym
Antonym

The correct answer is: Synonym.

Delighted – miserable
Synonym
Antonym

The correct answer is: Antonym.
18 of 19 – Question 6
Why are synonyms and antonyms useful? 

Choose all that apply:
A. They make our writing more interesting
B. They help to build our vocabulary
C. They help to fill up our word counts
D. They help us to communicate clearly
E. They mean we have fewer words to learn
F. They mean we do not need to use a thesaurus

The correct answers are A, B and D, they make our writing more interesting, they help to build our vocabulary and they help us to communicate clearly.
19 of 19 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on synonyms and antonyms.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a synonym is
· What an antonym is
· What is meant by vocabulary
· How synonyms and antonyms can improve your writing

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
