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1 of 13 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on prefixes.
In this session we will cover:
· Definition of prefix and suffix
· Examples of prefixes
· Your understanding of prefixes
· Common meaning of prefixes
2 of 13 – Question 1
What do prefix and suffix mean?
Decide which of the following definitions match with ‘prefix’ or ‘suffix’
1. A letter, or group of letters, added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.
2. A letter, or group of letters, added to the end of a word to change its meaning.
Answers:
1. Suffix
2. Prefix
3 of 13 – What is a prefix?
A prefix is a letter, or a group of letters, added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.

A prefix is added to a “root” word to add meaning.

Here is an example.

‘Friendly’, meaning kind of pleasant, can be changed to ‘unfriendly’. The “un”- prefix changes the word from a positive to a negative.

Watch this video to find more about prefixes:

Prefix Video








4 of 13 – Parts of words
The following words have a prefix, suffix and a root word.
· ‘Unhelpful’ the prefix is ‘un’, the root word is ‘help’ and the suffix is ‘ful’
· ‘Mistakenly’ the prefix is ‘mis’, the root word is ‘taken’ and the suffix is ‘ly’
· ‘Respectable’ the prefix is ‘re’, the root word is ‘spect’ and the suffix is ‘able’
5 of 13 – Examples of a prefix
The word ‘prefix’ contains a prefix itself!
What part of the word do you think is a prefix?
‘pre’ is the prefix in the word ‘prefix’.
‘pre’ means before.
6 of 13 – Prefix meanings
When a prefix is added to the start of a root word, it gives you an idea about the meaning of the word. Look at the commonly used prefixes their meanings:
· ‘mis’ means bad or unsuitable
· ‘sub’ means below or not up to standard
· ‘extra’ means more than usual
· ‘pre’ means before
· ‘anti’ means against, opposed to
· ‘aqua’ means water based
· ‘auto’ means works on its own
· ‘tri’ means three
7 of 13 – Question 2
Our choice of prefix is very important, as it will completely change the meaning of the word.  Firstly, to pluralise most irregular nouns that end with –f  or -fe, you need to swap the –f  for –ves.
Match the correct meaning to the correct word.
Meanings:
Not placed, placed wrongly, substituted for something else
Words:
Replaced, misplaces, unplaced.
Answers:
· Replaced means substituted for something else.
· Misplaced means placed wrongly.
· Unplaced means not placed.
8 of 13 – Question 3
Look at some other examples of words that begin with prefixes.
For each set of words, what is the prefix? Please do not use capital letters or any punctuation marks
1. Co-worker, co-pilot, co-operation
2. Ex-boyfriend, ex-president, exhaust, expel
3. Hyperactive, hyperventilate
4. Microscope, microbiology, microsurgery
5. Tricycle, triangle, tripod
Answers:
1. co
2. ex
3. hyper
4. micro
5. tri
9 of 13 – Question 4
Try to match these same prefixes with their meanings.  
Prefixes:
1. Anti
2. Co
3. Ex
4. Hyper
5. Micro
6. Tri
Meanings:
· against
· with
· former, out of
· over, above
· small
· three
Answers:
1. Anti – against
2. Co – with
3. Ex – former, out of
4. Hyper – over, above
5. Micro – small
6. Tri - three
10 of 13 – Questions 5
You will be given three meanings for each prefix. What are the correct meanings?
1. Disagree:
· Decide to change an agreement
· Disrespect an agreement
· The opposite of agree

2. Extra terrestrial:
· Beyond earth
· A duplicate earth
· Alien from another planet

3. Post mortem:
· Examining a body before death
· Examining the dying body
· Examining a body after death

4. Subtitle:
· A main title
· A title under the main title
· The paragraph of text
Answers:
1. The opposite of agree
2. Beyond earth
3. Examining a body after death
4. A title under the main title






11 of 13 – The spelling of the prefix “in-”
Some prefixes can change their spelling, depending on what letter the root word starts with.
For example, one of the prefixes ‘in-’, meaning ‘not’ or ‘opposite of’, has four spellings!
Here are some examples:
1. ‘in’ – inactive, incapable
2. ‘im’ – impossible, immeasurable
3. ‘ir’ – irresponsible
4. ‘il’  - illegal
12 of 13 – Question 6
Try to work out the spelling of the words’ opposite meaning by using the following root words and the prefix –in, -im, -ir or –il. 
1. formal
2. plausible
3. legible
4. movable
5. relevant
Answers:
1. informal
2. implausible
3. illegible
4. immovable
5. irrelevant
13 of 13 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on prefixes. 
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of prefix and suffix
· Examples of prefixes
· Your understanding of prefixes
· Common meanings of prefixes
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

