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1 of 15 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on essay structure.

In this session we will be covering:
· Essay structure
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Introductions
· Main body
· Paragraph structure
· Conclusions
2 of 15 – Essay structure
All essays should have three parts:
1. Introduction
2. Main body
3. Conclusion

We will look at each of these parts in turn.
3 of 15 – Good essay structure
You are going to watch a video that gives a good overview of the principles of good essay structure. 

As you watch the video make notes about the key points.

On the next slide there will be a short task to test the knowledge you have gained in the video.
Watch the following video:
How to write a good essay
4 of 15 – Question 1
Use the following choice of words: introduction, plan, your, conclusion, understand, answer and idea, fill in the blanks for the paragraph below:

An essay should include both blank ideas and other peoples. Your essay should prove that you blank the subject. An essay should always begin with an blank and finish with a blank. Your introduction should outline how you are going to blank the essay question. Do not introduce a new blank in your conclusion. You must always blank your essay before writing your first draft.

The paragraph should read as follows:

An essay should include both your ideas and other peoples. Your essay should prove that you understand the subject. An essay should always begin with an introduction and finish with a conclusion. Your introduction should outline how you are going to answer the essay question. Do not introduce a new idea in your conclusion. You must always plan your essay before writing your first draft.
5 of 15 – Introduction
A good introduction should:
· Tell the reader how you are going to answer the question
· Define or explain any specialist terms in the essay title
· Set the scene for the rest of the essay
· Give a brief outline of the key issues or points you are going to cover in the essay, in the order you are going to cover them
· Grab the reader’s interest so they want to read more
6 of 15 – Main body
After your introduction comes the main body of your essay. This will be split into paragraphs which will cover the main points outlined in your introduction.

Each paragraph is organised around a central theme or idea, and all the sentences in the paragraph relate to that main idea.

Each paragraph in your main body should be structured like this:
· Topic sentence. 
· The first sentence in each paragraph
· Introduces the main idea that will be covered in that paragraph
· Later sentences
· Develop the theme introduced in the topic sentences
· Follow each other in a logical order to develop the idea
· Last sentence
· Sums up the paragraph or leads into the next paragraph
7 of 15 – Paragraph Structure
In an essay you should structure each paragraph into three parts:
1. Point - make your point
2. Evidence or example - give evidence or an example to illustrate your point.
3. Explanation - explain how your evidence or example illustrates your point and how it relates to the essay question.

Watch the following video on expanding on paragraph structure.
Remember to PEE (and improve your writing)
8 of 15 – Conclusion
A conclusion should do the following:
· Draw the essay together
· Summarise the main themes/ideas/points
· State your conclusions in answer to the essay question
· Explain why your conclusions are significant
· Sum up your argument in the last sentence, linking it to the essay title

You should ensure that your conclusion does not Introduce new themes/ideas/points.
10 of 15 – Summary
In this session we have learnt that an essay should be structured to look something like this:
1. Introduction
2. Main body
a. Paragraph 1: Point, example (or evidence), explanation
b. Paragraph 2: Point, example (or evidence), explanation
c. Paragraph 3: Point, example (or evidence), explanation
3. Conclusion
11 of 15 – Question 2
Choose the correct answer to complete the sentence.

The sentence is:
The blank introduces the main idea that will be discussed in the paragraph.

The choices are:
A. Outline 
B. Topic sentence 
C. summary

The answer is B, topic sentence.
12 of 15 – Question 3
Choose the correct answer to complete the sentence.
The sentence is:
The order of the paragraphs in your main body should match the topics listed in your blank?

The choices are:
A. Conclusion
B. Topic sentence
C. Introduction

The answer is C, introduction.
13 of 15 – Question 4 
Where should you make reference to the essay question?

Choose all that apply:
A. Introduction
B. Conclusion
C. Paragraph 3
D. The last sentence of each paragraph in your main body

The answers are A and B, introduction and conclusion
14 of 15 – Question 5
Where should you explain or define key terms from the essay title (if required)?
Choose from the following options:
A. Paragraph 2
B. Topic sentence
C. Introduction
D. Conclusion

The answer is C, introduction.
15 of 15 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on essay structure.

In this session we have covered:
· Essay structure
· Introductions
· Main body
· Paragraph structure
· Conclusions

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

