Prevent L2
– Non-religious terrorism
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on non-religious terrorism.
By the end of this session, you will:
· Be aware of a range of non-religious terrorist causes
· Know which areas of non-religious terrorism are currently of most concern in the UK
· Know some key non-religious terrorist groups in the UK and beyond
2 of 19 – Content warning
This session contains information that you may find uncomfortable or distressing. 
We recommend ensuring that you have access to wellbeing support for yourself before proceeding through the session, in case you need it. 
If you need to stop and return to this session you can do so at any time.
3 of 19 – Non-religious terrorism
Terrorism is the unlawful use of violence or intimidation, especially against civilians. It happens when people with extreme beliefs are willing to go to any lengths to impose those beliefs on others, regardless of the cost. Sometimes these beliefs are religious, but other times they are not. Political extremism, such as fighting to gain independence or return a government to a previous way of being, is a common example. 
In this session we will look at some examples of non-religious terrorism to examine what they have in common with each other. 
4 of 19 – Proscribed organisations
Under the Terrorism Act 2000, the government can designate a terrorist group as a proscribed organisation. This means there are certain laws that relate to these groups and people who associate with them. A group doesn’t have to be a proscribed organisation in order to commit terrorist acts or be charged with them, and a person doesn’t have to be a member or supporter of one of these groups in order to be a terrorist. 
Proscribed organisations:
· Commit or participate in acts of terrorism
· Prepare for terrorism
· Promote, glorify or encourage terrorism
· Are otherwise concerned with terrorism
There are currently (September 2021) over 90 proscribed terrorist organisations recognised by the UK. Many of these have a religious focus. You can see a full list on the government’s website by clicking on the website link below.
Website link.
5 of 19 – Terrorism for independence
Many terrorist groups want independence for their people from another government or country that they feel is occupying their country or oppressing them. The desire to break away from a current government is not in itself a bad thing, especially when the current government is a dictatorship or corrupt in some way. However, the use of terrorism to bring awareness to the cause and try and force political change is never acceptable. 
Let’s look at a case study of two such organisations who have committed terrorist acts in trying to gain independence. 
The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) were formed in Egypt in 1964 with the aim of liberating Palestine from Israel. They have a complicated history, with their actions often dictated by violence aimed at Israeli citizens despite officially rejecting violence and terrorism in 1993. They are recognised as the official representatives of the Palestinian people and have observer status at the United Nations but are officially seen as a terrorist organisation by some countries such as the United States. Despite representing a mostly Muslim population of the area, the PLO are a non-religious organisation. 
The Irish Republican Army (IRA) formed in the 1960s to force the British to withdraw their influence from Northern Ireland. They were responsible for around 1800 deaths through a series of high-profile bombings of political and economic targets which took place from the 1970s up to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. Although the majority of the group announced an end to their armed campaign in 2005, a few small splinter groups continue to be on the radar of security services today. Instability in Northern Ireland at the time was linked to tensions between Protestants and Catholics, however the IRA themselves were a non-religious organisation.
6 of 19 – Land disputes
Throughout history, the borders of countries and regions have been continuously drawn and redrawn, changing the national identity of people, towns and cities. In some cases, groups of people come together to attempt to reclaim lost land or identity, campaigning to reidentify areas with a different country or power. Sometimes these groups resort to terrorist activity to have their voices heard by higher powers.
Attempts to reclaim ‘lost’ land can sometimes be a part of a larger nationalist party agenda, rather than the single focus for a group.
7 of 19 – Far-right ideologies
Right-wing or far-right groups are supporters of authoritarian governments and consider people who are not ‘like them’ to be their enemies. This often includes people of other races, cultures, sexual orientation or religious belief. The specific beliefs will vary from one group to the next, with no set ideology that links them all.
Right-wing groups are currently a growing concern in global counter-terrorism, particularly in countries such as the UK and the United States of America. In the UK, far-right terrorism is the most common reason for someone to be referred to Channel, showing how much of an issue it is here.
In the UK, far-right ideology is at its most dangerous when it portrays that far-right ideas are somehow ‘more British’ than a modern, diverse Britain, or make false comparisons to a ‘better Britain of the past’. These narratives are appealing to people who are currently suffering hardship, as it is easy to be convinced that if the present is difficult then the past must have been better. These people are extremely vulnerable to recruitment by far-right extremists. 
Although there are many far-right extremist groups, terrorist attacks are also carried out by individuals working alone who have been convinced by far-right rhetoric that injuring or killing people their ‘enemies’ is the right thing to do. 
8 of 19 – The far-right in the UK
There are many examples of far-right extremist groups who operate in or affect the UK today which we will look at below.
English Defence League (EDL)
The English Defence League is a far-right group that opposes the ‘Islamisation’ of the United Kingdom. The group protest against Islam, and are often involved in extreme behaviour towards British Muslims, as well as other cultures in the United Kingdom. The group are also linked to football hooliganism and anti-social behaviour, with their actions resulting in the burning of British mosques, violence to the public and threatening/bullying behaviour.
National Action
National Action is a neo-Nazi movement that uses ideals taken from the Nazi movement of 1930s and 1940s Germany, such as white racial superiority, homophobia and anti-Jewish views. They are a secretive group who were founded in 2013, focusing at first on spreading hate through leaflet campaigns, banner drops and protests. As of December 2016 they are a proscribed group in the UK, following their vocal support of the murder of MP Jo Cox and calls for violent attacks on police officers.
Britain First
Set up as a political party to contest seats in elections in the UK and EU Parliament, Britain First is a facist group who are against the multiculturalism of Britain and claim to want to preserve British culture. Their members have taken actions including invading Mosques and attempting to provoke groups of Muslims into violence. Britain First were very active on mainstream social media spreading messages of hatred towards Muslims and others they considered ‘anti-British’, however by 2018 they had been banned from both Twitter and Facebook. A number of individuals who have committed terrorist acts have cited Britain First as their inspiration or motivation for doing so. 
9 of 19 – The far-right in the USA
There is an increasing far-right movement in the USA, driven by growing divisions between political parties and high-profile media cases about race and religion. Although most American far-right groups are concerned only with events in their own country, their actions have a ripple effect to people with far-right beliefs around the world, particularly in the UK and Europe. When groups receive media attention or the support of famous figures and politicians, this gives confidence to people here in the UK that their far-right views are acceptable too.
An example of this is the Proud Boys, a far-right group who describe themselves as ‘western chauvinists’, openly advocating violence against people they consider to be enemies of ‘real Americans’. They have carried out numerous violent attacks against anti-racism protestors. In the debates ahead of the 2020 elections in the USA, Donald Trump said that the group should ‘stand back and stand by’, a comment which was taken by them to be an endorsement of their beliefs and actions. This increased the likelihood that people who supported Trump both in the US and abroad would believe that the actions of the Proud Boys were acceptable, which in turn increases the risk that they will support other far-right ideology, or even join a far-right group themselves.  
10 of 19 – Racial supremacy	
Racial supremacy is the belief that one race of people is somehow better than all the others. This can lead to violent and terrorist actions towards people from other races in an attempt to promote one race above the others, such as trying to install a new leader who holds similar views or simply to force other races to leave the country or area altogether. 
There are many examples of this throughout history, the most well-known being the Nazi party in Germany in the 1930s and 1940s, who promoted the idea of a superior Aryan master race. This ideology continues today in extremist groups around the world, who target other races in terrorist attacks.
Racial supremacist terrorism is usually focused on people of other races, targeting individuals, groups or places where they gather. They will usually avoid targets that might bring people of their own race into harm. Sometimes they will target political or high-profile figures who have questioned their cause or represent tolerance of other races. 
11 of 19 – White supremacy
Although racial supremacists of all types exist in the world, it is white supremacist groups who are currently on the rise in terms of terrorist violence in countries such as the UK and America. White supremacists believe that ‘white’ people are superior to other races and so should be in charge of and dominate those they consider inferior. 
There are many forms that white supremacy takes, including neo-Confederates, neo-Nazism and some extreme Christian ideologies, however they all have a common political aim to have domination in all areas of life by white people over all other races. 
White supremacy is an area of concern for counter-terrorism agencies, as what many people see as casual racism such as name-calling or making jokes about people of other races can be the start of a campaign by extremists to draw people further into extreme beliefs, leading to violence and terrorist acts. For example, extremist recruiters could make note of someone who uses a racial slur on Twitter. They could contact and agree with them, using that as a starting point to encourage the individual to start to believe that people of non-white origin are actually inferior to them. 
12 of 19 – Left-wing terrorism
Left-wing extremist groups usually aim to overthrow capitalist systems and replace them with socialist societies. There are not many examples of left-wing terrorist groups who are active today, however some of the groups on the UK governments proscribed organisation list are left-wing terrorist groups. 
Left-wing extremists were most active in the 1970s and 1980s in the Western world. It can be seen in small pockets in the developing world today but is not generally considered a threat in the UK. 
Because they are concerned with the welfare of the people, left-wing terrorists tend to avoid attacking large groups of innocent people and instead generally concentrate their efforts on specific individuals or locations that have strategic advantage to them.
Extreme ideologies often mirror the opposites of the current positions of power within a society, as there will always be people unhappy with the current regime of government, so a move to more right-wing policies in Western society could see a resurgence of left-wing extremism in the future.
13 of 19 – Ecoterrorism
Ecoterrorism is terrorism with ecological or environmental motivations. Ecoterrorists may attack targets they think are harming the environment or may carry out violent activism to bring awareness to environmental issues.
It is important to remember that there is a difference between peaceful activism and terrorism; terrorism causes fear, injury or death and is unlawful. There is no law against peaceful protests or raising awareness of environmental issues; in this way ecoterrorism differs from many other types of terrorism, as much of the beliefs of an ecoterrorist may be valid, however it is when they take violent action to have those beliefs heard that they become unlawful. 
Although ecoterrorism is not particularly common in the UK at the moment, it is on the rise in other parts of Europe and the USA. Groups such as the Earth Liberation Front have committed acts of arson and intimidation, and some individuals have committed terrorist acts giving the motivation of the destruction of the planet. As awareness is raised about environmental issues across the world, this could give rise to more extreme activism that could become terrorist in nature.
14 of 19 – Animal rights activists
Animal rights activists are people who campaign in support of animal welfare. As with environmental issues, there are many peaceful and acceptable ways in which animal rights activists campaign, however sometimes there are individuals or groups who take their activism too far and commit terrorist acts. 
Animal rights extremism was particularly prevalent in the UK in the early 2000s, with groups such as the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and Animal Rights Militia (ARM) committing acts of violence against people and property. Areas of interest for these groups includes a range of animal welfare topics including whaling, hunting, fur farming, agriculture and animal research and testing.  
Referrals of individuals of concern regarding animal rights extremism are made through Prevent every year, but there are relatively few examples of terrorist activity being carried out in support of this cause in the UK at the moment. 
15 of 19 – Question 1
The English Defence League is what type of extremism?
a) Animal rights extremism
b) Far-right extremism
c) National independence
Answer:
The two main types of copper ore are copper oxide and copper sulphide.
16 of 19 – Question 2
Neo-Nazism is an example of what kind of ideology?
a) Far-left
b) Far-right
c) Ecoterrorism
d) Animal rights
Answer:
Neo-Nazism is an example of far-right ideology.
17 of 19 – Question 3
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.
“The rise in far-right extremism in the USA is not relevant to the UK because the groups are only concerned with what happens in their own country.”
Answer:
The correct answer is false. The actions of terrorists in other countries have a ripple effect to people with similar beliefs around the world. When groups receive media attention or the support of famous figures and politicians, this gives confidence to people here in the UK that their extreme views are acceptable too.
18 of 19 – Question 4
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.
“Making a racist remark on social media can put you at risk of being drawn into extremism and terrorism.”
Answer:
The correct answer is true. It may seem innocent or harmless, but making racist remarks highlights a person to extremist recruiters, who can begin a process of trying to draw the person into progressively more extreme beliefs and, eventually, actions.
19 of 19 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on non-religious terrorism.
You should now:
· Be aware of a range of non-religious terrorist causes
· Know which areas of non-religious terrorism are currently of most concern in the UK
· Know some key non-religious terrorist groups in the UK and beyond
If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.
