
English Level 2 – Brackets and Parentheses
1 of 12 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on brackets and parentheses.

In this session we will be covering:
· Using parentheses to add extra information to a sentence
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Using parentheses to indicate options
· Using parentheses to list using letters
· Using brackets to clarify a point in a quote
· Using brackets to replace words in a quote
2 of 12 – Parentheses
Parentheses refers to round brackets ( ) and can be used to add extra information to a sentence.

Round brackets are used in a similar way to commas when we want to add extra information to a sentence.

The following sentences have round brackets:

I visited Kathmandu (which was full of tourists) on my way to the Himalayas. (The parentheses are around the phrase ‘which was full of tourists’.)
The government's education report (April 2005) shows that the level of literacy is rising in nearly all areas. (The parentheses are around the phrase ‘April 2005’.)

The sentences still make sense without the brackets and read as follows:

I visited Kathmandu on my way to the Himalayas. 

The government's education report shows that the level of literacy is rising in nearly all areas. 
3 of 12 – Parentheses
Parentheses can also be used to do the following:
Indicate options
· Parentheses can be used to illustrate options. They usually indicate that a word can be singular or plural.
· For example: Please write the name(s) of your guest(s) in the section below. (The parentheses are around the ‘s’ after the words name and guest.)
List using letters	
· When listing using letters, parentheses are used to make it clear the letter is referring to a point in the list.
· For example: The criteria for success are (a) preparation, (b) exam technique and (c) hard work. (The parentheses are around the letters a, b and c.)

4 of 12 – Brackets
Brackets refers to square brackets [ ] and can be used to do the following:
To clarify a point in a quote
· Brackets can be used in a direct quote to clarify a point by inserting additional information.
· For example, Hedy Lamarr once said: "Most people save all their lives and leave it [their money] to somebody else." (The brackets are around the phrase ‘their money’.)

To replace words in a quote
· Brackets can be used to replace words in a quote without changing the original meaning of the sentence.
· For example, Alice Cooper famously said that "from the moment [he] leave[s] [his] house or hotel room, the public owns [him]." (The brackets are around the words he, the ‘s’ at the end of the word ‘leave’, ‘his’ and ‘him’.)
5 of 12 – Video
Watch the following video on parentheses and brackets.
How to apply parentheses and square brackets
6 of 12 – Question 1
Choose the words in this sentence that should be inside parentheses:

Charles Dickens 1812-1870 was the most popular author of the Victorian era.
A. Charles
B. Dickens
C. 1812-1870
D. Was
E. The
F. Most
G. Popular
H. Author
I. Of 
J. Victorian
K. Era

The correct answer is C, 1812-1870
7 of 12 – Question 2
Choose the words in this sentence that should be inside parentheses:

Steven Gerrard Captain was man of the match against Napoli.
A. Steven
B. Gerrard 
C. Captain
D. Was
E. The
F. Man
G. Of
H. The
I. Match
J. Against
K. Napoli

The correct answer is C, Captain.
8 of 12 – Question 3
How is the bracket being used in this sentence?

“It [electricity] is really just organized lightning.” (The brackets are around the word ‘electricity’.)
A. To clarify a point in the quote
B. To replace a word in the quote

The correct answer is A, to clarify a point in the quote.
9 of 12 – Question 4
Which sentence correctly uses parentheses?
A. Our school [Bridge school] got its best exam results ever in August 2010. (There are brackets around the phrase ‘Bridge school’.)
B. Our school (Bridge school) got its best exam results ever in August 2010. (There are parentheses around the phrase ‘Bridge school’.) 
C. Our school (Bridge) school got its best exam results ever in August 2010. (There are parentheses around the word ‘Bridge’.)

The correct answer is B, Our school (Bridge school) got its best exam results ever in August 2010.
10 of 12 – Question 5
How are parentheses being used in this sentence? 

Ensure the rod(s) is(are) aligned with the top section. (There are parentheses around the ‘s’ in rod(s) and around the word ‘are’.)
A. To add extra information
B. To indicate a list
C. To show options

The correct answer is C, to show options. 
11 of 12 – Task
Download the accompanying the PDF Brackets and parentheses task and complete the questions.
12 of 12 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on brackets and parentheses.
In this session we have covered:
· Using parentheses to add extra information to a sentence
· Using parentheses to indicate options
· Using parentheses to list using letters
· Using brackets to clarify a point in a quote
· Using brackets to replace words in a quote

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
