
English Level 2 – Hyphens and Dashes
1 of 11 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on hyphens and dashes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this session we will be covering:
· Using hyphens to link compound words and numbers
· Using hyphens to clarify words that use prefixes
· Using hyphens to write fractions
· Using dashes to add comments as part of informal writing
· Using dashes to indicate a range
2 of 11 – Hyphens
Hyphens are used for the following:
· To link compound words and numbers. For example: Well-being (the hyphen is after the word ‘well’) and fifty-one (the hyphen is after the word ‘fifty’).
· To clarify words that use prefixes. For example: Re-covering (the hyphen is after the ‘re’) and self-taught (the hyphen is after the word ‘self’).
· To write fractions. For example: Two-fifths (the hyphen is after the word ‘two) and one-half (the hyphen is after the word ‘one’)
3 of 11 – Dashes
Dashes are used in the following ways:
· To add comments as part of informal writing. For example: “I might get an ‘A’ grade – you never know.” (The dash is after the word ‘grade’). Note that brackets should be used instead of dashes in formal writing.
· Indicate a range. For example: 
· It will take 3-6 days to complete. (The dash is between the 3 and 6). 
· To gain a merit you need a mark of 60-70%. (The dash is between the 60 and 70).
4 of 11 – Hyphens and dashes
Visit the following website to learn more about how to use hyphens and dashes.
Edufund – Hyphens and dashes

Now watch the following video on hyphens and dashes:
How to utilize hyphens and dashes
5 of 11 – Question 1
Which punctuation mark is being used in the following sentence?

The children thought he was joking - he wasn’t.
(There is either a hyphen or dash between the words joking and he).

A. Hyphen
B. Dash

The correct answer is B, dash.
6 of 11 – Question 2
Which sentence is correct?
A. Only two-thirds of the twenty-one children had done their homework. (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words two and thirds and twenty and one)
B. Only two thirds of the twenty-one children had done their homework. (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words twenty and one)
C. Only two-thirds of the twenty one children had done their homework. (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words two and thirds)

The correct answer is A, only two-thirds of the twenty-one children had done their homework. (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words two and thirds and twenty and one). 
7 of 11 – Question 3
Select the two words in the following sentence that should be connected with a hyphen. The sentence reads as follows: The house was unoccupied at the time of the break in. 

Which of the following words should be connected by a hyphen. Choose all that apply.
A. The 
B. House
C. Was
D. Unoccupied
E. At 
F. The
G. Time 
H. Of 
I. The 
J. Break
K. In

The answers are J and K, break-in. 
8 of 11 – Question 4
Which sentence is correct?
A. Pete gave me a terrible haircut and he expected - a tip! (There is either a hyphen or dash between the word ‘expected’ and the letter ‘a’).
B. Pete gave me a terrible haircut - and he expected a tip! (There is either a hyphen or dash between the word ‘haircut’ and the word ‘and’).
C. Pete gave me a terrible - haircut and he expected a tip! (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words ‘terrible’ and ‘haircut’).

The correct answer is B, Pete gave me a terrible haircut - and he expected a tip!.
9 of 11 – Question 5
Which punctuation mark is being used in the following sentence?

My lucky number is thirty-seven. (There is either a hyphen or dash between the words thirty and seven)
A. Hyphen
B. Dash

The correct answer is A, hyphen. 
10 of 11 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Hyphens and Dashes task and complete the questions.
11 of 11 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on hyphens and dashes.

In this session we have covered:
· Using hyphens to link compound words and numbers
· Using hyphens to clarify words that use prefixes
· Using hyphens to write fractions
· Using dashes to add comments as part of informal writing
· Using dashes to indicate a range

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
