
Public Services Level 3 – Preparing for a debate in the House of Commons – Part 2
1 of 13 – Welcome
Debating government policies is an important part of the process. In this session you are going to prepare your debate ready for delivery.

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· Plan a debate on the age of criminal responsibility
· Identify the main reasons for supporting the increase in the age of criminal responsibility
· Identify the main reasons for opposing the increase in the age of criminal responsibility
2 of 13 – Question 1
Can you remember the order a debate should follow?

The list below shows the order of a debate in the House of Commons, but in the wrong order. What should the correct order be?
1. The member proposing the motion speaks
2. The main spokesperson for the third party speaks
3. The speaker brings the House to order
4. The Speaker ‘proposes the question’
5. The member opposing the motion speaks
6. Other speakers give speeches
7. Speaker reads out the motion and ‘puts the question’ to the House
8. House divides, tellers collate results and report to the speaker, who declares the result
9. Closing opposing member speaks
10. Closing proposing member speaks

The correct order was 3, 1, 4, 9, 6, 2, 5, 10, 7 and 8, as shown below:
1. The speaker brings the House to order
2. The member proposing the motion speaks
3. The Speaker ‘proposes the question’
4. Closing opposing member speaks
5. Other speakers give speeches
6. The main spokesperson for the third party speaks
7. The member opposing the motion speaks
8. Closing proposing member speaks
9. Speaker reads out the motion and ‘puts the question’ to the House
10. House divides, tellers collate results and report to the speaker, who declares the result
3 of 13 – Winning your argument
You need to go back to your research and identify the main points you recorded from the sources that you read, then think about your opening argument.

Begin with ten or more arguments that you believe are persuasive for your side. Then reduce these down to the two arguments for your opening presentation and to use as running themes throughout.

When you are deciding which the ‘best’ are, think about whether they are the arguments that you think can withstand criticism from your opponents. Ask yourself:
1. If your opponents win, how will they accomplish it?
2. If the speaker votes against you, where will their reasoning begin?
Work backwards from these answers to formulate your arguments.
4 of 13 – Your opponent’s arguments
Your opponent will have done what you have already done in your initial preparation. Therefore:
· You need to anticipate their arguments
· You need to prepare rebuttals to all possible arguments by your opponent, whether or not you think they are likely to be used
· Remember they may do something unexpected
· Focus on legitimate counterarguments
· Use the facts that you have collected
5 of 13 – Probing your opponent’s weaknesses
You need to raise issues that are designed to undermine your opponent’s arguments. What are the greatest weaknesses in their case?

You need to structure your questions to highlight these weaknesses. 

You should aim to create at least 3 pointed questions.

Your opponent will have gone through the same strategy as you, so you need to think about the most difficult questions they could ask you. You then need to prepare responses that answer the questions the best you can but remember to be succinct.
6 of 13 – Planning and preparation
You should now have an overview of what is required. If you prepare for both supporting and opposing the motion of raising the age of criminal responsibility, you will be able to counter-argue any points that are made during the debate. It will also mean that you will be comfortable debating either point of view. 

You may be asked to complete this task in groups, so if you are, make sure that you work with your group during this next part of the process.

Advice when working in groups:
· Have a strategic plan before the debate begins
· Know what you want to say and stick to the message
· Establish roles for each member
· Practice your presentation in front of each other
· Support your team members using constructive criticism and suggestions
· Be kind, if for no other reason than you need an effective team

Firstly, you need to identify two main reasons for your support or your opposition. When you have done this, you need to list the arguments and provide some facts and evidence for each of the arguments that you have made. To assist you in the task, use the Initial Preparation Template PDF provided.
7 of 13 – Moving on
The first part of your preparation is complete!

You have the main reasons and an outline of your supporting arguments. However, you want to win your debate so the more knowledge and understanding you have of the subject the more effective you will be.

The next task asks you to look at raising the age of criminal responsibility in a little more detail to help you address any counter arguments that may be thrown at you.

Download the accompanying Key Factors to consider – Template PDF document which will guide you on how to look at more specific aspects of the subject and give you a more in-depth understanding. Use your research to answer the questions.
8 of 13 – Summing up
You should now have all the facts and figures that you need to engage in a healthy debate on raising the age of criminal responsibility. You might just want to refresh your memory on some of the facts that were covered before you have to put your preparation into practice.

The skills and knowledge that you have covered during these online sessions can be used whenever you are required to debate a subject in a classroom setting.

All that is left to say is, ‘Happy Debating’!

9 of 13 – Question 2
How many arguments should you begin with that you believe would be persuasive for your side? 
a) 8
b) 9
c) 10

The correct answer is 10. 
10 of 13 – Question 3
What can you do in preparation for your opponents’ argument? 
Click all that apply. 
a) Remember they may do something unexpected 
b) Use information that may not be factually correct
c) Focus on legitimate counterarguments 
d) Use the facts you have collected 
e) Do something unexpected 

The correct answers are A, C and D. 
11 of 13 – Question 4
What is the best way to show weakness in your opponent’s argument?
a) You should structure your questions to highlight their weaknesses
b) Your opponents weaknesses will highlight themselves 

The correct answer is A. 

12 of 13 – Question 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]How many pointed questions should you aim to create? 
a) 3
b) 5
c) 10

The correct answer is 3. 
13 of 13 – End
You have completed this session on preparing for a debate in the House of Commons – Part 2.

You should now be able to:
· Plan a debate on the age of criminal responsibility
· Identify the main reasons for supporting the increase in the age of criminal responsibility
· Identify the main reasons for opposing the increase in the age of criminal responsibility

If you are unsure, or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for more help.
