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English Level 2 – Apostrophes
1 of 13 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on apostrophes.

In this session we will be covering:
· Apostrophes
· Indicating omission
· Showing ownership
2 of 13 – Apostrophes
Apostrophes have two uses:
1. To indicate omission: Apostrophes can be used to show that some letters have been taken out of a word to shorten it. This is called omission.
2. To show ownership: Apostrophes can also be used to show that something belongs to or is connected with something else. This is referred to as ownership.
3 of 13 – Apostrophes – omission
When an apostrophe is used to indicate omission, the apostrophe goes where the letters have been removed.

This is usually only used in informal writing. Examples of these are:
· I will becomes I’ll
· Could have becomes could’ve
· Do not becomes don’t
· It is becomes it’s

Sometimes words are shortened in an irregular way, but the apostrophe is still used to show that letters have been taken out. An example of this is will not which becomes won’t.
4 of 13 – Apostrophes – ownership
When an apostrophe is used to show ownership, we add an apostrophe followed by an ‘s’.

For example: The lion’s tail.

The apostrophe comes just before the ‘s’ in the word ‘lion’s’. This shows that the tail belongs to the lion. 

Although the apostrophe usually goes before the ‘s’, if the owner already ends in s, then the apostrophe goes after the ‘s’ that is already there.

For example: The cats’ bowls.

The apostrophe comes after the ‘s’ in the word ‘cats’. This shows that the bowl belongs to some cats. 

Watch out for plurals that don’t end in ‘s’. These words still use ‘s’ to show possession.

For example: The women’s hats. 

The apostrophe comes just before the ‘s’ in the word ‘women’s’. This shows that the hats belong to the women.
5 of 13 – Conjunction positions
There is one exception to this rule.  

We do not use an apostrophe with ‘its’ (the word ‘its’ with no apostrophe) to show ownership; only omission. 

For example: The dog chewed its food noisily. The word ‘its’ has no apostrophe.

If you see the word “it’s” (‘it’s’ with an apostrophe before the ‘s’), you know that the apostrophe is indicating omission, not ownership.

The words “it is” have been shorted to “it’s” (it’s has an apostrophe before the ‘s’).
6 of 13 – Question 1
How is the apostrophe being used in the following sentence?

Harry’s phone was ringing. (The placement of the apostrophe is before the ‘s’ in ‘Harry’s’)
A. To indicate omission
B. To show ownership

The answer is B, to show ownership.
7 of 13 – Question 2
How is the apostrophe being used in the following sentence?

It’s a lovely day today. (The placement of the apostrophe is before the ‘s’ in ‘it’s’)
A. To indicate omission
B. To show ownership

The answer is A, to indicate omission.
8 of 13 – Question 3
Match the following phrases with their shortened version. The phrases are: are not, could not, has not, I am, there is, they have, you will. 

The shortened versions are: 
A. I’m 
B. Aren’t
C. They’ve
D. Couldn’t 
E. Hasn’t 
F. You’ll
G. There’s

The correct answers are shown in the table below:
	Phrase
	Shortened version

	Are not
	Aren’t

	Could not
	Couldn’t

	Has not 
	Hasn’t

	I am 
	I’m

	There is 
	There’s

	They have
	They’ve

	You will
	You’ll


9 of 13 – Question 4
In the following sentence how many dogs are there?

The dogs’ food bowl was empty. (The apostrophe is after the ‘s’ in the word ‘dogs’’)
A. One dog
B. More than one dog

The answer is B, more than one dog.
10 of 13 – Question 5
Which use of apostrophes is usually only used in informal writing?
A. To indicate omission
B. To show ownership

The answer is A, the indicate omission.
11 of 13 – Question 6
Which sentence is correct?
A. The cat chased its toy around the room. (There are no apostrophes in any of the words in this sentence).
B. The cat chased it’s toy around the room. (There is an apostrophe before the ‘s’ in the words ‘it’s’).

The answer is A, the cat chases its toy around the room – the sentence with no apostrophes.
12 of 13 – Task 
Download the accompanying PDF Apostrophes task interactive and complete this.
13 of 13 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on apostrophes.

In this session we have covered:
· Apostrophes
· Indicating omission
· Showing ownership

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
