
Childcare Level 1 – Learning Through Play - Theorists
1 of 18 – Introduction
Welcome to this session on the theorists of learning through play. 

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· List the theorists that introduced learning through play
· Identify the theorists through the theories they supported

2 of 18 – Learning theories
Learning theories suggest how children learn, how they keep the information and how they recall the information that they have learned.

Through the years many philosophers, teachers and psychologists have tried to answer these questions.

The main learning theories that have been created are behaviourism and constructivism.

Behaviourism suggests that the child has no previous knowledge and that children learn when new behaviours are created.

Constructivism suggests that during learning, the children build what they know instead of just getting it. Knowledge is built based on person experience.

In this session, we look into the learning theorists that supported constructivism and their views on learning through play.

3 of 18 – Learning theorists
Learning through play has been suggested by many learning theorists, including:
· Friedrich Froebel
· Jean Piaget
· Jerome Bruner
· John Locke
· Lev Vygotsky
· Maria Montessori


4 of 18 – The philosopher John Locke
Philosophers (meaning somebody who is interested in knowledge, life, truth and nature) and teachers have been studying how children learn for many years. The idea that children learn through their senses was believed by John Locke, Friedrich Froebel and Maria Montessori.

Further information on John Locke includes:
· Lived from 1632 to 1704
· Was one of the most important English philosophers
· Was an “empiricist” (meaning somebody who believes that learning comes from using the senses)
· Believed that children understand and learn about the world through observation (meaning carefully watching something or someone) and using their senses

5 of 18 – The teacher Friedrich Froebel
Friedrich Froebel:
· Lived from 1782 to 1852
· Was a German teacher
· Believed that children learn through observation and action
· Created a new type of school for 3 and 4-year-old children which he called the child’s garden or kindergarten
· Created toys, such as wooden building blocks
· Used objects that the children could manipulate like clay, sand, beads and ropes


6 of 18 – The teacher Maria Montessori
Maria Montessori:
· Lived from 1870 to 1952
· Was an Italian doctor and teacher
· Believed that children should learn through their stories
· Created schools that still exist today and helped children to learn through the use of their senses
· Created objects and materials to help children use their senses
· Introduced the idea of sensory play (meaning play that involves the child using their senses)

7 of 18 – The psychologist Jean Piaget
Jean Piaget:
· Lived from 1896 to 1980
· Was a Swiss psychologist
· Was a pioneer in the constructivist theory; constructivist theory suggests that during learning, children build on what they know instead of just getting it; knowledge is built based on personal experience
· Introduced the theory of cognitive development where he studied how children learn; cognitive development is a field of study looking at a child’s development in terms of remembering, problem-solving and decision-making

Jean Piaget believed that when children play:
· They play for fun
· They practice the things they already know
· They do not learn new things
8 of 18 – The psychologist Lev Vygotsky
Lev Vygotsky:
· Lived from 1896 to 1934
· Was a Russian psychologist
· Was a supporter of the constructivist theory; constructivist theory suggests that during learning children build on what they know instead of just getting it; knowledge is based on personal experience
· Introduced the theory of social development (meaning learning value, knowledge and the skills to interact with other people) where he studied how children learn through social interaction (meaning the way that people talk and act with each other)

Lev Vygotsky believed that when children play:
· They practise the things they already know
· They learn new things through play

9 of 18 – The philosopher Jerome Bruner
Jerome Bruner:
· Lived from 1915 to 2016
· Was an American psychologist
· Was a supporter of the constructivist theory; constructivist theory suggests that during learning, children build on what they know instead of just getting it; knowledge is based on personal experience
· Introduced the theory of discovery learning where he studied how children learn through discovering new information on their own
· Introduced the term “scaffolding” to show how children use their experience and knowledge to build on new information
· Believed that play can help children understand the environment around them
· Believed that play can help children understand and practice early literacy (meaning the pre-reading (before reading) and pre-writing (before writing) skills that children have that will help them to read and write) and numeracy skills (meaning the maths skills that pre-schoolers have, for example, counting)


10 of 18 – Question 1
Match the descriptions below with the correct learning theorist, either John Locke, Friedrich Froebel or Maria Montessori:

a) Created a new type of school called the kindergarten
b) Believed that children understand and learn about the world through observation and using their senses
c) Believed that children should learn through their senses, introduced the idea of sensory play and created objects and materials to help children use their senses



The correct answers are:

a) Friedrich Froebel created a new type of school called the kindergarten
b) John Locke believed that children understand and learn about the world through observation and using their senses
c) Maria Montessori believed that children should learn through their senses, introduced the idea of sensory play and created objects and materials to help children use their senses


11 of 18 – Question 2
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

Jean Piaget did not believe that children learn through play.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Jerome Bruner was a pioneer in the constructivist theory.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Behaviourism and constructivism are the same theories.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

12 of 18 – Question 3
Match the developed theories below to the correct learning theorist, either Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky or Jerome Bruner:

a) Discovery learning
b) Cognitive development
c) Social development

The correct answers are:

a) Jerome Bruner developed the Discovery learning theory
b) Jean Piaget developed the Cognitive development theory
c) Lev Vygotsky developed the Social development theory



13 of 18– Question 4
Which learning theorists introduced the idea that children learn through their senses? Choose all that apply:
a) Jerome Bruner
b) John Locke
c) Jean Piaget
d) Friedrich Froebel
e) Maria Montessori
f) Lev Vygotsky

The correct answers are: b), d) and e).


14 of 18 – Question 5
Which of the following learning theorists created new types of schools based on their theories? Choose all that apply:
a) Friedrich Froebel
b) Lev Vygotsky
c) Maria Montessori
d) Jean Piaget

The correct answers are a) and c).

 
15 of 15 – End
Well done, you have completed this session on the theorists of learning through play.

You should now be able to:
· List the theorists that introduced learning through play
· Identify the theorists through the theories they supported

If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, please speak to your tutor for more help.

