
Public Services Level 2 – Inequality
1 of 21 - Welcome
Welcome to this session on Inequality in Society.

In this session we will be covering:
· [bookmark: _Hlk52800191]What is inequality in society?
· Inequality in economic status
· How economic inequality is measured
· The meaning of poverty
· Inequality in health
· Inequality in age
2 of 21 – Introduction to Inequality
What is inequality in society?
Inequality can be found in most societies as it is the result of resources being shared out unequally among people. Resources are usually given out according to social characteristics such as age, gender and disability.
These characteristics can come from:
· Ascribed characteristics which are assigned at birth, or an automatic development at some point and includes factors such as age, gender or place of birth
· Achieved characteristics which are earned or chosen and involves factors such as level of education and marital status         
3 of 21 – Resources
What are the distributed resources?

Resources that are distributed can include the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk52791130]Income or wealth, where there is economic inequality
· Social power, meaning the right to be an authority figure or to have a say
· Natural goods, such as parks or green areas
· Public goods, which can include: education, housing, transport, credit (such as cards, store cards, loans or mortgages) and banking

4 of 21 – Economic inequality
Inequality can be most obviously seen through the difference in people’s economic status, for instance their level of finance. This difference can be found in income, pay and wealth.

Income: Income is not just based on a person’s wages but on the non-existence of investments and saving accounts. Also being on welfare benefits or receiving pensions, welfare or company based, will also have an impact on this factor.

Pensions: Pensions refer to money that is received after an individual has finished working that supports living. This may come from the state, earned through paying National Insurance whilst working, or from a company that a person has worked for previously, which they have also paid into.      

Pay: Pay is related to the income from employment only and can be established through hourly rates or salary pay, for instance annual pay, which may include bonuses. This can be seen within a single company, or across the UK as a whole. 

Wealth: Wealth can be defined by the assets that someone has and includes property such as houses, holiday homes and land.      

Economic inequality can be directly affected by an individual being in a particular group, or having a characteristic that we discussed before, such as being disabled or being a man or a woman. 

5 of 21 – Measuring economic inequality
Measuring this inequality, or difference in economic status can be done in several ways, the most common methods are as follows: 

· Gini Coefficient
· Ratio measures
· Palma ratio

But what do they show?

6 of 21 – Gini Coefficient (Gini)
Gini is a numerical or number measure of inequality across the whole of society. This does not compare those in different income groups (which is members of the population put into a group or class based on their income).    

For example, if all the income went to one person and everyone else got nothing, the Gini coefficient would be 1. If this income was shared equally by everyone the Gini would be 0. The lower the number, the more equal the society.

The UK’s Gini is 0.35, a fairly unequal society economically, however the US Gini is 0.48, making that an even more unequal society.   

7 of 21 – Ratio Measures
This measure looks at income groups and how people at one level of income compare to another.  

The most popular ratios are: 20/20 Ratio which shows the inequality between the top and the bottom. That is how much richer the top 20% are in comparison to those who are in the bottom 20%. The other popular ratios are 50/10, 90/10, 90/50 and 99/90.

The numbers of the ratio dictate which parts of the population are being compared. For example, 50/10 shows any equality between the middle and bottom, while 90/50 shows the top and middle.

8 of 21 – Question 1
Can you match each of the following definitions to the correct ratios? 

The definitions are:
· Shows the inequality between the middle and the bottom income   
· Shows the inequality between the top and the middle income   
· Shows the inequality between the top and the bottom income   
· Shows the inequality between the very top and the top   

The ratios are:
· 90/50
· 99/90
· 50/10
· 90/10

The correct answers are:
· Shows the inequality between the middle and the bottom income matches with the 50/10 ratio
· Shows the inequality between the top and the middle income matches with the 90/50 ratio
· Shows the inequality between the top and the bottom income matches with the 90/10 ratio
· Shows the inequality between the very top and the top matches with the 99/90 ratio 

9 of 21 – Palma Ratio
Still working within ratios and income groups, this measure looks at the income share of the top 10% compared to that of the bottom 40%. 

As with the Gini, if this score is 1 or below, the society will be more equal. This means that the people within the top 10% income group will not receive a larger share of the national income than that of the bottom 40%.

The UK Palma ratio is 1.5 which is unequal but not as unequal as Brazil at 2.23.  

The bottom 40%, even though this is a much larger percentage than 10%, receive a much smaller share of income than those in the top 10%.   

10 of 21 – Task 1
Please download the associated PDF and complete Task 1.

To find out more about the reality of your income, browse this website here and answer any questions.  

Make notes on your findings and answers.

11 of 21 – The meaning of poverty
There is a large gap between the richest and poorest in society and the term “poverty” gets used often. 

Poverty could be used to describe: 
· People considerably worse off than the majority of society
· People who are unable to access the services or goods needed for a good standard of living
· Poverty can be for a lifetime or change throughout a lifetime

People who are most likely to be living in poverty are those who have particular ascribed or achieved characteristics such as: 
· Pensioners
· Children
· Women
· People in lower social classes
· People from minority backgrounds
· The homeless
· People with disabilities or long-term illnesses
· The lower paid
· The unemployed or employed part-time
· People without education or training

12 of 21 – Question 2
Can you define whether each of the following key terms are ascribed or achieved characteristics? 

The key terms are:
· People from minority backgrounds
· Women
· People with disabilities
· The unemployed or employed part-time
· The homeless
· People in lower social classes

The correct answers are:

Ascribed characteristics are:
· People from minority backgrounds
· Women
· People in lower social classes

Achieved characteristics are:
· People with disabilities
· The unemployed or employed part-time
· The homeless

13 of 21 – Health inequalities
Health inequalities can be found and measured between the richer and poorer by where people live in the UK. Here are some examples: 
· Males born and living in Wokingham could expect to live 15.5 years longer in good health than males in Blackpool
· Females born and living in Richmond upon Thames could expect to live 17.8 years longer in good health than females in Manchester  
· In the most deprived areas, males could expect to live 19 years less of their lives in good health compared with males in the least deprived areas

Poverty and poor health are often strongly linked.

Health inequality can be explained by many factors, but poverty shows a significant link. This is because people on a lower incomes are more likely to: 
· Have poor diets. Good food is expensive and requires cooking tools that are also expensive
· Live in poor housing in poorer areas, that lack green areas, shops or have a risk of air pollution
· Cannot afford heating, which may cause damp, mould and respiratory illness
· Have less money for clothing
· Suffer with depression and stress caused by a lack of money and resources

Some illnesses may be hereditary, however the poorest in society are unlikely to be able to afford or access all treatments to help with symptoms.

14 of 21 – Inequality in health
Life expectancy is rising as the three killers, heart disease, cancer and strokes, are falling across the UK.  However, this fall is not equally shared across all of society and the wealthiest groups still have the longest life expectancy.

Deprived groups on low incomes have seen little reduction in their cancer rates. The most reduction is seen in those who are in the most affluent groups and are wealthy.

However, this is not always the case, as heart disease has fallen most dramatically in the poorest groups.

Click here to view a short video on the inequalities in health. Take some notes, because you may be asked questions about this subject.

15 of 21 – Question 3
Can you state whether each of the following statements are true or false? 

The statements are:
· As treatment has improved, so has the health across the world 
· Everyone has access to healthcare 
· Inequality has an impact on the rates of disease and the outcome of your illness 

The correct answers are:

True statements:
· As treatment has improved, so has the health across the world 
· Inequality has an impact on the rates of disease and the outcome of your illness 

False statement:
· Everyone has access to healthcare 

16 of 21 – Question 4
Can you state whether each of the following statements are true or false? 

The statements are:
· People in wealthy groups live for longer
· Wealthy groups are usually linked to poor diets and lack of exercise
· Education is important for early awareness of possible illnesses

The correct answers are:

True statements:
· People in wealthy groups live for longer
· Education is important for early awareness of possible illnesses

False statement:
· Wealthy groups are usually linked to poor diets and lack of exercise

17 of 21 – Inequality in health
There are several health inequalities between the genders. On average women live at least five years longer than men. Other differences include:
· Women are more likely to get Osteoporosis
· Men are more prone to develop cancer
· Women are more likely to suffer with Diabetes
· Men are more likely to die of Alzheimer’s
· Women are more likely to die of Septicaemia

Here is more information specific to Men:
· Average life expectancy is 75 and the top killers from most prevalent to least are:
· Disease of the Heart
· Malignant neoplasms (cancer)
· Unintentional injuries
· Cerebrovascular diseases
· Chronic lower respiratory diseases
· Diabetes mellitus
· Influenza and pneumonia
· Suicide
· Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis
· Alzheimer’s disease
· Septicemia

Here is more information specific to women:
· Average life expectancy is 80 and the top ten killers from most prevalent to least are:
· Disease of the Heart
· Malignant neoplasms (cancer)
· Cerebrovascular diseases
· Chronic lower respiratory diseases
· Alzheimer’s disease
· Unintentional injuries
· Diabetes mellitus
· Influenza and pneumonia
· Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis
· Septicemia

18 of 21 – Inequality in age
Inequality also exists within age groups, with the elderly suffering the largest differences in economic status and health. Older people – those 65 years and older – are more likely to experience: 
· Losing a job
· Being refused credit or travel insurance
· Reduced eligibility for benefits, such as disability allowance
· Refusal for specialist or consultant referrals
· Being refused treatment
· Refusal for membership to clubs, such as gyms

[bookmark: _GoBack]19 of 21 – Question 5
Can you state whether each of the following areas are most likely to have an impact on Economic or Health factors? 

The experiences are:
· Refusal for gym memberships
· Reduced eligibility for benefits
· Being refused treatment
· Being refused trade membership
· Refusal for specialist or consultant referral
· Being refused credit
· Being refused travel insurance
· Losing a job

The correct answers are:
Those that impact Economic factors:
· Reduced eligibility for benefits
· Being refused trade membership
· Being refused credit
· Losing a job

Those that impact Health:
· Refusal for gym memberships
· Being refused treatment
· Refusal for specialist or consultant referral
· Being refused travel insurance

20 of 21 – Summary
Social inequality, the unequal share of resources among individuals, is often connected to characteristics such as age, gender and economic status – that is, how much money someone has.  

Economic inequality in the UK is a real problem, with the gap between the highest earners and the lowest earners getting bigger every year. This tends to impact those with ascribed characteristics, such as being a woman, being from the lower social classes, and being uneducated.  

Economic inequality also has a direct link to inequalities in health with the poorest dying before the wealthy, whilst age inequality seems to negatively affect the older social category – those who are 65 years old or older in both health and economic areas.        

21 of 21 – End

Well done. You have completed this session on Inequality in Society.

In this session we have covered:
· What is inequality in society?
· Inequality in economic status
· How economic inequality is measured
· The meaning of poverty
· Inequality in health
· Inequality in age

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

